
How to Calculate Grade Point Average 
 

STEP 1: A student's total grade points are calculated by multiplying the number of class 

units attempted by the value associated with each grade earned. For example: 
 

Grade Units 

Attempted 
Value  Grade Points Earned 

(Units x Value) 

A 3 4 12 

B 3 3 9 

C 3 2 6 

D 3 1 3 

F 3 0 0 

W 0 0 0 
  

STEP 2: The student's GPA is then determined by dividing the total number of grade points 

earned by the number of units attempted. Thus, if a student takes four 3-unit courses 

and earns 3 B's and 1 C, the GPA is as follows: 
  

Grade 

Earned 
Value Unit Total Grade Points 

(Units x Value) 

B 3 3 9 

B 3 3 9 

B 3 3 9 

C 2 3 6 

Totals: 3 12 Units 33 Grade Points 
 

Total Grade Points (33) divided by Total Units (12) = 2.75 GPA 

 

Transferable GPA: Note that most university applications ask for GPA in transferable 

classes only. These are typically 100-level courses or higher – courses such as Math N06 

or English 060 do not transfer. UC schools and many private universities may also accept 

only select 100-level courses. See your SCC counselor or the Transfer Center for current 

information on which courses are transferable to a specific school. 

 

Withdrawals: 

A grade of “W” is not factored into GPA calculations. 

♦ Courses with grades of “W” will still show on transcripts. 

♦ Some universities may still consider a “W” as part of their admission criteria. 
 

Repeated Courses: 

Under many circumstances, a course which has been repeated may be removed from 

GPA calculations. Schools have different policies regarding repeated courses: 

♦ Most colleges and universities limit the number of courses which can be 

repeated for credit and GPA adjustment. 

♦ Most universities will honor course repetitions from community colleges. 

♦ Some universities may still count repeated courses in GPA calculations. 

♦ Repeating a course originally taken at another college may be possible, 

depending on the two schools involved. See your counselor. 
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