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The remarkable and incredible journey of our first season of men’s basketball continues.  This 
past week we earned an entry into the CCCAA Men’s Basketball State Playoffs.  We were 
seeded #11 in the Southern Region which earned us a home game vs. College of the Canyons.  
We came out on top by the score of 99-73.  The win was our 20th win of the season.  The victory 
earned us the opportunity to play at 4th seeded East Los Angeles College this past Saturday.  In a 
very intense game, we came away with a hard-earned 94-89 win.  Our overall record is now 21-
9 on the season.  We are now on to the Southern Regional Finals at Cerritos College on 
Saturday, March 3rd at 7:00pm.  It’s an exciting time for our team, college, and community as 
we continue to make amazing memories in our inaugural season.  
 
SCC Men’s Basketball Fast Facts 

• 4th in California in points per game:  89.8 
• 4th in California in free throw percentage:  74.8% 
• 1st in California in free throws made and 3rd in attempted:  590/789 
• 1st in scoring in the Orange Empire Conference:  85.2 
• 1st in 3-point field goals made in the Orange Empire Conference:  160 
• 1st in 3-point field goal percentage in the Orange Empire Conference:  41.0% 
• 1st in Assists per game in the Orange Empire Conference:  16.6 
• 2nd in Free Throw percentage in the Orange Empire Conference:  74.2% 
• Massey Rating (as of 2/19/18) = #18 in California, #10 in Southern California 
• Rocket Henderson is 1st in points scored in California with 809 points  
• Rocket Henderson is 2nd in scoring average in California at 27.0 points per game 
• Rocket Henderson is 1st in total rebounds in California with 288 rebounds. 
• Antoine Jenkins is 4th in scoring average in California at 25.9 points per game 
• AJ Garrity averaged 11.2 points per game in conference 
• Rocket Henderson was 1st in points per game in the OEC:  31.2 points per game 
• Antoine Jenkins was 2nd in points per game in the OEC:  26.1 points per game 
• Antoine Jenkins was 2nd in 3-point field goal percentage in the OEC:  52.3% 
• AJ Garrity was 5th in assists per game in the OEC:  3.6 assists per game 
• Rocket Henderson was selected Offensive Player of the Year in the OEC 
• Antoine Jenkins was selected 1st Team All-Conference in the OEC 
• 2 Tournament Championships:  SCC/SAC Tournament & Pasadena City Tournament 
• Orange Empire Conference Record:  6 – 6  
• Overall Record:  21 – 9  
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Game #30:  Game Summary - Saturday, February 24, 2018 

CCCAA Men's Basketball State Playoff Southern Regional Semi-Finals 

Opponent:  East Los Angeles College                                                      Final Score:  SCC 94  East LA 89 

From the moment that the Santiago Canyon College Basketball team arrived on the campus of East Los 
Angeles College on Saturday, they were greeted and treated in a first-class manner. Their Athletic 
Director, Training Staff, and everyone affiliated with the school went out of their way to make the Hawks 
feel welcomed and appreciated. The Huskies have their game management organization down pat 
having been to the state playoffs 6 straight years and establishing themselves as one of the elite 
basketball programs in California Junior College Basketball under the direction of Head Coach John 
Mosley. With a record of 24-5 entering the contest, the South Coast Conference Champions came into 
the game as the #4 seed in Southern California and riding momentum with an 8-game winning streak. 
They averaged 81 points per game while holding opponents to an average of only 59. They averaged 
13.5 more rebounds than their opponents.  Santiago Canyon was well aware of their worthy opponent 
and the challenge at hand but it was the Hawks who came out strong early, building a lead of 17 
points, then hanging on to earn their second playoff victory by a score of 94-89. Amazingly, the Hawks 
took a 5-4 lead early in the contest and then never trailed again, although there were some nervous 
moments. Both teams shot the ball very well in a highly entertaining game. Santiago Canyon shot 49% 
from the field including a mind boggling 19-35 from 3-point land. East L.A. shot 51% from the floor 
including 12-24 from behind the arc. The Huskies did out rebound the Hawks by 12, but Santiago 
Canyon forced 9 steals and only committed 13 turnovers compared to 18 for East L.A.  There were 
plenty of personal accolades to go around, but this was most definitely a team win for Santiago 
Canyon.  Rocket Henderson led the way with 35 points and added 7 rebounds. He connected on 7 of 
his 12 shots from 3-point land and thrilled the crowd with a couple of outstanding dunks. His final 3 
pointer with 56 seconds left was the dagger to put the Hawks up 89-83 and turn the last minute into a 
free throw contest. Guard Antoine Jenkins scored 28 points and led all players with 10 assists.  He was 
13 of 16 from the free throw line and sank 5 three-point shots. Defensive stopper Xavier Preston also 
joined the 3-point attack knocking down all 3 of his attempts while also providing his usual excellent 
defense. Myles Garvin led the Hawks and tied for game high honors with 9 big rebounds on the evening. 
AJ Garrity contributed 11 points while knocking down a huge 3 pointer right in front of the Hawk bench 
at the end of the shot clock on a brilliant pass by Garvin with 1:41 left.  Santiago Canyon entered the 
playoffs as the number #11 seed after finishing tied for 5th in the very difficult Orange Empire 
Conference. The win improves their overall record to 21-9 and earns them a 3rd round game at Cerritos 
College on Saturday in the CCCAA Southern California Regional Finals.  The winner of that games 
moves on to the State Tournament in Ventura the following week. The Falcons of Cerritos needed triple 
overtime to knock off Riverside City College on Friday. Cerritos enters the game with a record of 25-5. 
Game time is 7:00 p.m. The Hawks had quite the fan support at East L.A. on Saturday and would love to 
have more people come out to Cerritos on Saturday in their quest to make the State Tournament in their 
first year of basketball. With a team that averages 90 points a game and players that won't back down to 
anyone, anything is possible. The journey continues. 
 
SCC vs. East Los Angeles Box Score 
 
SCC vs East Los Angeles Game Highlights 
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Game #29:  Game Summary - Wednesday, February 21, 2018 

CCCAA Men's Basketball State Playoff Southern Regional Quarter-Finals 

Opponent:  College of the Canyons                                                       Final Score:  SCC 99  Canyons: 73 

Everything in this inaugural season has been unchartered territory for the Santiago Canyon College 
Men's Basketball team, including their first ever state community college home playoff victory which 
occurred Wednesday evening. The Hawks defeated College of the Canyons by a score of 99-73 in 
Orange and now advance to play 4th seeded East Los Angeles College on the road Saturday night. The 
Cougars came down from Newhall and promptly took a 3-0 lead when guard Jacob Lilley drained a 3 
pointer at the end of the shot clock. The lead would not last long as the Hawks rode the hot hand of 
sophomore Rocket Henderson. Henderson, who last week was named Orange Empire Conference 
Offensive Player of the Year, showed why as he pumped in 23 of his game high 30 points in the first half 
to give the Hawks a 52-44 halftime advantage. In this unique matchup between canyon schools, it was 
11th seeded Santiago Canyon who got the better of 20th seeded College of the Canyons as the Hawks 
built their lead in the second half behind the play of guard Antoine Jenkins. Jenkins, who also earned 
first team all-conference honors, connected on 7 of his 8 shots in the second half and finished the game 
with 20 points and a game high 8 assists. Henderson led all players with 17 rebounds. Center Anthony 
Simone scored 24 points for the Cougars.  As a team, Santiago Canyon shot a blistering 56% from the 
field for the game including 16-33 from 3-point land while holding the Cougars to only 39% shooting. 
The game was a rematch between the two teams as the Hawks came out on top earlier this season with 
a 73-65 victory at Mt. San Jacinto College.  Coach Todd Dixon wanted a more up-tempo game this time. 
"We wanted to run and we made a point of pushing the ball and running our lanes tonight. I thought we 
played very well as a team."  Starters Myles Garvin and AJ Garrity scored 13 and 12 points respectively, 
while Troy Recktenwald and Shaun Maeder came off the bench to contribute 9 points each for the 
Hawks.  Saturday night will pose a challenge for Santiago Canyon. The Huskies of East Los Angeles 
College finished their regular season with a record of 24-5 and won their 3rd straight league 
championship and 5th in the last 6 years. They will enter the contest on Saturday with an 8-game 
winning streak. The 2 teams have not played each other this season.  
 

SCC vs. Canyons Box Score                          SCC vs. Canyons Game Highlights 
 

       
Next Games:  CCCAA Men’s Basketball State Playoffs 
Date Opponent Location Time 
Saturday, 3/3/18 Cerritos College Cerritos College 7:00pm 

 


