
A New Lease on Life
On 11 May 2009 at  11:02 

am PDT, the Space Shuttle 

Atlantis lifted off the 

launch pad on the fifth and 

final mission to service 

t h e H u b b l e S p a c e 

Telescope (HST).  The 

purpose of this mission 

was to replace various 

instruments aboard the 

HST.  The renovations 

included replacing various scientific instruments as well as 

non-scientific items such as gyroscopes, batteries and 

thermal blankets.   The renovations to the HST should keep it 

operational and delighting astronomers and the general 

public for the next five to ten years (for images, check out 

http://hubblesite.org).

 
The HST was first launched into orbit in 1990 and has been 

beaming down incredible images since 1994.  An error in the 

manufacturing of the 94.5 inch (2.4 m) diameter mirror, 

1/50th of a piece of paper, produced images that were no 

where near the quality expected. 

In December 1993, in addition to other upgrades, astronauts 

of the Space Shuttle Endeavor, installed an instrument that 

compensated for the misshapen mirror.  The HST was further 

serviced by space shuttles in 1997, 1999, and 2002.  

Unfortunately, the Space Shuttle Columbia burned up on re-

entry  on 1 February  2003.  Because of the expense of 

sending astronauts to the HST, and especially  since a space 

shuttle that visits the HST would not be able to seek refuge 

at the International Space Station should a problem develop, 

it was announced that the HST would no longer be serviced.

An outcry from the Astronomical community caused 

NASA to reevaluate it’s decision, and NASA decided to 

visit HST one last time.   The Space Shuttle Atlantis lifted 

off from its launch pad at the Kennedy Space Center 

while the Space Shuttle Endeavor waited at a neighboring 

launch pad in case a rescue was needed (which would 

have a been a first in space flight).

Fortunately, the Space Shuttle Atlantis flew a near 

flawless mission.  All the major objectives of the mission 

were achieved, and the shuttle and her crew safely  landed 

at Edwards Air Force Base in California on 24 May 2009.

What’s Not Up!!
As we’re all aware, not 

everything on the internet 

can be believed.  And so it 

is with an email that  is 

received by countless 

people around this time of 

year.  The email claims that 

in August, Mars will make 

a once in a lifetime close 

encounter with the Earth.  

The email claims that Mars 

will appear so large in the sky, that it  will appear there are 

two Moons.  The truth is less spectacular.  

On 27 August 2003, Mars did make a rare close encounter 

with the Earth.  At 35 million miles, Mars was closer than 

it would ever be to Earth for another 60,000 years.  Even 

at that close distance, however, the Moon still appeared to 

be over 71 times larger than Mars. 

Mars makes a close approach to the Earth every 26 

months.  The next closest approach is 27 January 2010 at 

a minimum distance of 61.73 million miles: not in 

August, and it will appear to be 127 times smaller than 

the Moon.

How Many Are Up!!
On Friday, 29 May 2009, a Russian Soyuz module 

docked with the International Space Station (ISS) - 

bringing the crew of the ISS to six.  That is the largest 

crew the ISS has ever had, and if all goes as planned, the 

space station will continue to be staffed at the level from 

now on.  Keep checking for the next  time the ISS passes 

overhead
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This notice was published by the Astronomy 
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