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This notice was published by the Astronomy 
program.  Please feel free to send your comments or 
suggestions to Morrie Barembaum 
(barembaum_morrie@sccollege.edu) or 
Danielle Martino (martino_danielle@sccollege.edu).

Any opinions  expressed  are solely our responsibility 
and do not represent  the opinions  of the Rancho 
Santiago Community College District.

(MECA).  The MECA will analyze the soil and 
determine “...the pH, the abundance of minerals 
such as magnesium, ... dissolved oxygen and carbon 
dioxide... Needles stuck into the soil determines the 
water and ice content, and the ability of both heat 
and water vapor to penetrate the soil.”  (http://
www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/phoenix/spacecraft/
meca.html)

Even though it’s only been a little over a week since 
the Phoenix landed on Mars, the probe scooped up 
some bright material that might be ice or salt.  
Further testing is needed.

The Phoenix mission is a joint mission between the 
University  of Arizona and NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory in Pasadena, California

The Society of Young Astronomers
One of SCC’s newest student organizations is the 
Society of Young Astronomers.  Scarcely a month 
old, the club has already  held a very successful first 
event: eighty students participated in a viewing of 
the blockbuster movie, “Armageddon”, with a 
subsequent discussion of the science - or rather the 
science fiction, of the movie.  This group of students 
is busy planning more wonderful events for the fall. 

What’s Up in the Sky?
Because of the warm nights, summer time is a 
wonderful time for skywatching.  As Mars and 
Saturn set earlier and earlier, Jupiter, the King of the 
Planets, will rule the night sky during the Summer.

The Exploration of Mars Continues
On May  25, 2008, NASA 
continued to deliver more 
resources to the exploration 
of the planet Mars.  At 4:53:
43 PDT, mission managers in 
Pasadena received the signal 
that Phoenix, the latest  probe 
to explore the Red Planet, 
had successfully  landed on 
Mars 15 minutes earlier.  The 
reason for the 15 minute 
delay is that even though 
radio signals from Phoenix 
travel at  the speed of light, it still takes 15 minutes for those 
signals to reach the Earth.

The Phoenix probe landed in the northern polar region of 
Mars.  Unlike previous probes, such as Opportunity and 
Spirit that roam around the surface, Phoenix will remain 
stationary as it  performs its work.  The site was chosen 

because of the possibility of 
finding frozen water in the 
polar region.  It will use a 
robotic arm to dig up  some 
dirt from the surface and 
analyze the samples using a 
variety of equipment.

The equipment on Phoenix 
includes several cameras, a 
meteorological station, and a 
M i c r o s c o p y , 
Elect rochemis t ry, and 

Conduct iv i ty Analyzer 

What’s Up?
No. 7June 2008

Delta II rocket lifts off August 4, 
2007 with Phoenix spaceraft 

View of Phoenix on Mars with 
American Flag and mini-dvd.

Hard substrate, possibly ice,uncovered under the Mars Lander


