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Early Morning Lunar Eclipse
Early August 28, 2007, the Moon enters the Earth’s shadow for an event called a lunar eclipse.  While the lunar 
eclipse starts at 12:54 am, no noticeable difference will be readily evident until the Moon begins to move into the 
deepest part  of the Earth’s shadow at 2:52 am.  The Moon moves out of the deepest part of the Earth’s shadow at 4:23 
am.  According to NASA, this eclipse will be the deepest and longest lunar eclipse in the last seven years.

While one should not look directly at  the Sun, it  is perfectly 
safe to look at the Moon during a lunar eclipse – in fact, it is 
encouraged.

During a total solar eclipse, the Moon covers the entire disk 
of the Sun and the Sun appears dark (although, it is really 
the Moon that is dark).  However, during a total lunar 
eclipse, the disk of the Moon is visible.  Light from the Sun 
passes through the Earth’s atmosphere and reaches the 
surface of the Moon.  Since the Moon is not receiving 
direct sunlight, the Moon will appear to be very  dark.  It 
will also have a red glow (see picture below).  That red 
glow is the result of sunlight passing through the Earth’s 
atmosphere – the same reason why sunsets are red.

How to See the Space Station Overhead
While the Moon is easily visible in the sky, it is also 
possible to view artificial satellites that orbit the Earth.  
A perfect example is the International Space Station 
(ISS).  For the next few nights, the ISS will be visible 
at the following times: 

August
, 2007

Starts Maximum 
Elevation

Ends

22 8:43 pm  NW 8:46 pm SW
52°

8:47 pm  S

23 9:07 pm   W 9:09 pm SW
13°

9:09 pm SW

24 7:53 pm  NW 7:56 pm  SW
56°

7:59 pm  SSE

25 8:17 pm   W 8:18 pm  SW
14°

8:20 pm  SSW

To view the ISS on 22 August, start looking at 8:43 pm 
towards the northwest  for a “star” that  moves relative 
to the other, stationary  stars.  It will be highest in the 
sky  at 8:46 towards the southwest (52° above the 
horizon).  It will then disappear at 8:47 pm towards the 
south.

The best nights are 22 & 24 of August.  On both nights, 
the ISS will be very bright and will reach fairly high 
into the sky.  There are several website one can visit  for 
more information. 

One good website is www.heavens-above.com.
Happy sky watching!

This notice was published by the Astronomy 
program.  We very much would like to hear 
your feedback.  Please feel free to send your 
comments or suggestions to 
Morrie Barembaum 
(barembaum_morrie@sccollege.edu) 
or to Danielle Martino 
(martino_danielle@sccollege.edu).

Any opinions expressed are solely our responsibility and do not 
represent the opinions of the Rancho Santiago Community College 
District.


