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SAC’s GP site design tour 
Thurman showed us the proposed design of SAC’s Guided Pathways site. They have been 
at this for a couple years, but have not had the funding to get it done. We have on the 
horizon CARES Act funding coming our way. The Chancellor’s Cabinet wants to know what 
long-term goals we could use that money to achieve. Thurman has suggested full website 
redesigns (SAC/SCC/District). We would share the costs, and the web parts that are 
designed. We would use SharePoint 2019 (which is better than 2016). 
 
Zach has been working to pull data from the catalog using eLumen and “fire ants” templates 
that are similar to the ones we were shown. He wonders if those would be compatible. We 
would have to see which version we would use. 
 
Thurman pointed out a top menu tab that says: English. This kind of tab (you’ll see it on 
Google) is not really a translation tab. It does not translate an existing website into another 
language. Instead, multiple websites exist in different languages. This tab switches between 
those sites. That means, edits made to one site would need to also be made to the others. 
 
There is a Start Here button that would float down as you scroll. It leads to a Live Chat 
feature (we would use Cranium Café). The site also has reactive design (mobile-friendly). 
 
Zach is concerned about accessibility. Will this new system guide/force people to build 
accessible sites by requiring they follow specific guidelines? Thurman says we would need 
to rely on training the users to make those determinations. We can make it require alt text 
for an image, but not much more than that. No CMS can do that. Amanda pointed out we 
plan to train users before giving them access to edit the site. 
 
With this new funding source, if the campuses and the District agree, Thurman anticipates 
we could have new redesigned websites up in the next year. SAC is a bit ahead of us in 
that they have given this a lot of thought by focusing on the GP site. Theirs was done in 
SharePoint 2016 however. If we get the funding, we could move forward with an approved 
vendor to apply these webparts to the whole website, not just GP. 
 
Who is making this decision to move forward, Zach asks? It is Thurman who is driving it, but 
it depends on the funding, and the decision would come down from the Chancellor’s 
Cabinet. There are some departments that run sites outside of our “sccollege.edu” 
umbrella. For instance, Athletics uses scchawks.com. That website isn’t part of our 
SiteImprove scan. And yet, since they are linked on our website (Athletics is one of our top 
menus), the District could be found liable for accessibility issues that occur on their site. We 
hope a redesign will bring them back in the fold. Dean will connect Thurman with Kelsey 
Baines who was instrumental in starting the athletics site. 
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Linda wants to ensure the Library is involved in those discussions. Since their function is 
different, their site might need to look a little different. They would like home page real 
estate (of course) and the ability to edit their own drop-down menus. Thurman points out 
that a call to ITS can initiate some of those abilities even without a redesign. Dean 
explained that there is a glitch with the drop downs, and if edited in the usual manner, every 
page would open in a new window. That’s why those requests need to go through ITS. 
 
We would be ahead of the curve if we started having conversations about what we wanted 
our site to look like now instead of later. We all have homework this month. Check out 
websites for other colleges for ideas that you like. Amy will request links to those pages one 
week before our next meeting in March. 
 
Linda asks that some of the funds be set aside for accessibility testing, and focus groups. 
(Depends on the guidelines that comes with the funds. Some expenses are not allowable.) 
But that is an excellent idea. 
 
Start talking about a redesign in your work groups, department meetings, and shared 
governance committees. See that the people in charge of your site are trained in 
accessibility. Think about what pages need to stay and what can be let go. Remember the 
website is not a historical repository. It should tell users what is current. 
 
 
 

ACTION ITEMS 

• Dean will talk to Kelsey Baines re: scchawks.com website. 

• EVERYONE will look for college websites they like and provide a link for discussion 
at next month’s meeting. 

• Amy will collect those links a week before the meeting. 
 


