
Common Core State Standards 

A Brief Overview 



What is Common Core?  

• A list of what students should know in English 
language arts and math from grades K-12. 
– Replaces existing state standards in 45+ states 

– The Next Generation Science Standards are out 

– Social studies standards in long-term plans 

• Goal:  “College and Career Readiness” 

• Commissioned by National Governors 
Association and Chief Council of State School 
Officers. 



Timelines 

• Funding ($60 million) from Gates and Broad 
Foundations in 2007 

• Project began in 2008 

• Race to the Top Stimulus Bill 2009 

• Common Core released in 2010 

 



California 
• Most California schools are expected to begin basing 

instruction on the Common Core standards during the 
coming school year.  

• The Government has allocated more than $1.2 billion, 
about $200 per student, for school districts to spend 
on teacher training, materials and technology over 
two years. 

• California is part of the Smarter Balanced Assessment 
Consortium that is developing online tests in math and 
language based on the Common Core.  

• CA has resisted having  teacher evaluations be based 
in part on standardized test results 

• States can add up to 15% to the Common Core 



What CCSS is supposed to do 
Preparation: The standards are college- and career-ready. They will 
help prepare students with the knowledge and skills they need to 
succeed in education and training after high school. 

Competition: The standards are internationally benchmarked. 
Common standards will help ensure our students are globally 
competitive.  

Equity: Expectations are consistent for all – and not dependent on a 
student’s zip code. 

Clarity: The standards are focused, coherent, and clear. Clearer 
standards help students (and parents and teachers) understand 
what is expected of them. 

Collaboration: The standards create a foundation to work 
collaboratively across states and districts, pooling resources and 
expertise, to create curricular tools, professional development, 
common assessments and other materials.  



Shifts in Mathematics 
The Common Core State Standards emphasize coherence at each 
grade level – making connections across content and between 
content and mathematical practices in order to promote deeper 
learning.  

The standards focus on key topics at each grade level to allow 
educators and students to go deeper into the content.  

The standards also emphasize progressions across grades, with the 
end of progression calling for fluency – or the ability to perform 
calculations or solving problems quickly and accurate.  

The Standards for Mathematical Practice describe mathematical 
“habits of mind” or mathematical applications and aim to foster 
reasoning, problem solving, modeling, decision making, and 
engagement among students.  

Finally, the standards require students to demonstrate deep 
conceptual understanding by applying them to new situations. 
 



K-8 standards 
The K-5 standards provide students with a solid foundation in 
whole numbers, addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, 
fractions and decimals 

The 6-8 standards describe robust learning in geometry, 
algebra, and probability and statistics  

Modeled after the focus of standards from high-performing 
nations, the standards for grades 7 and 8 include significant 
algebra and geometry content 

Students who have completed 7th grade and mastered the 
content and skills will be prepared for algebra, in 8th grade or 
after   



High School standards 

– Call on students to practice applying mathematical ways of 
thinking to real world issues and challenges 

– Require students to develop a depth of understanding and 
ability to apply mathematics to novel situations, as college 
students and employees regularly are called to do 

– Emphasize mathematical modeling, the use of mathematics 
and statistics to analyze empirical situations, understand 
them better, and improve decisions  

– Identify the mathematics that all students should study in 
order to be college and career ready  

 



Key Shifts in ELA/Literacy 
In Reading, the major advances are the shift away from literature-focused 
standards to a balance of literature and informational texts to reflect 
college- and career-ready expectations.  There is also a greater focus on 
text complexity and at what level students should be reading. 

In Writing, there is a strong emphasis on argument and informative/ 
explanatory writing, along with an emphasis on writing about sources or 
using evidence to inform an argument.  

The Common Core also include Speaking and Listening expectations, 
including a focus on formal and informal talk, which can be done through 
presentations and group work.  

The Language standards put a stress on both general academic and 
domain-specific vocabulary. 

The Common Core also address reading, writing and literacy across the 
curriculum, and include literacy standards for science, social studies and 
technical subjects. These standards complement rather than replace 
content standards in those subjects, and are the responsibility of teachers 
in those specific disciplines, making literacy a shared responsibility across 
educators.  
 



Reading Strand 
Progressive development of reading 
comprehension; students gain more from what they 
read    

Emphasize the importance of grade-level texts that 
are of appropriate difficulty and are increasingly 
sophisticated  
 Standards for Reading Foundational Skills (K-5) 

 Reading Standards for Literature (K-12) 

 Reading Standards for Informational Text (K-12) 

 Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 
(6-12) 

 Reading Standards for Literacy in Science and Technical 
Subjects (6-12) 

 



Writing 

– Expect students to compose arguments and opinions, 
informative/explanatory pieces, and narrative texts 

– Focus on the use of reason and evidence to substantiate an 
argument or claim 

– Emphasize ability to conduct research – short projects and 
sustained inquiry 

– Require students to incorporate technology as they create, 
refine, and collaborate on writing 

– Include student writing samples that illustrate the criteria 
required to meet the standards (See standards’ appendices 
for writing samples) 

 



Other Strands 
Speaking and Listening  
– Focus on speaking and listening in a range of settings, both formal and 

informal –  academic, small-group, whole-class discussions 

– Emphasize effective communication practices  

– Require interpretation and analysis of message as presented through oral, 
visual, or multimodal formats 

Language 

– Include conventions for writing and speaking 

– Highlight the importance of vocabulary acquisition through a mix of 
conversation, direct instruction, and reading 

– To be addressed in context of reading, writing, speaking and listening 

Media and Technology are integrated throughout the CCSS 

 



  
• Reading Standards for History/Social Studies, 

Science, and Technical Subjects 
– Knowledge of domain-specific vocabulary  

– Analyze, evaluate, and differentiate primary and secondary sources  

– Synthesize quantitative and technical information, including facts 
presented in maps, timelines, flowcharts, or diagrams 

• Writing Standards for History/Social Studies, 
Science, and Technical Subjects 

– Write arguments on discipline-specific content and 
informative/explanatory texts 

– Use of data, evidence, and reason to support arguments and claims  

– Use of domain-specific vocabulary  

 



Distribution of Literacy and Informational 
Passages by Grade 

Grade Literature Information 

4 50% 50% 

8 45% 55% 

12 30% 70% 



 
• Summative  assessments aligned to College and Career Readiness 

Standards 
• Computer adaptive 
• Administered during last 12 weeks of  school year 
• Results will show achievement and growth 
• Question types: 
 1. Selected Response 
 2. Constructed Response 
               3. Extended Response 
               4. Performance –Based Tasks 
               5. Technology-Enhanced 
               6. Technology-Enabled 

 

How will the National Assessments be 
different? 



Sample Assessments 

• http://www.smarterbalanced.org/sample-
items-and-performance-tasks/  
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How do CCSS Affect Community 
Colleges?  

• Students will be used to a different approach 

 

• Teacher training will need to reflect the new 
standards 

 

• Other?  

 

 


