
SCC Academic Senate Minutes – Approved March 15, 2016 

Senate Business Meeting March 1, 2016 
 

Senators Present 

Leonor Aguilera 

Shawn Cummins 

Steve Deeley 

Lisa Dela Cusack 

Leah Freidenrich  

Alicia Frost 

Scott Howell 

Eric Hovanitz 

Melinda Lorton 

Nancy Parent 

Stephen Reed  

Andrew Salcido 

Mike Taylor 

Melinda Womack 

 

Absent 

Denise Bailey 

Nena Baldizon-Rios 

Cari Cannon 

Phillip Crabill  

Eden Quimzon 

Christine Umali Kopp 

 

Senate Executive Board 

President Corinna Evett 

Vice President Mary Mettler 

CIC Chair Joyce Wagner 

Sec/Treas. Michael DeCarbo 

 

ASG Representative 
Seham Nabilsi 

 

Guests 

Joseph Alonzo 

Rosa Salazar de la Torre 

Marilyn Flores 

Tiffany Gause 

Beth Hoffman  

Maureen Roe 

Rebecca Ruiz  

John Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II  Approval of Minutes 

February 16, 2016 (Reed/Hovanitz) approved without dissent. 

 

III  Public Comments 

1 Professor John Smith urged faculty to sign the petition to extend the proposition 30 education 

and health tax. 

2 Professor John Smith explained the “point and click” function of the FACCC website, so as 

to participate in advocacy for higher education sponsored bills. 

 

IV  AS Executive Board Reports 

A President 

1 The Saudi Arabian government announced two weeks ago that in 30 days, a start date will be 

announced for the project with RSCCD. 

2 The Chancellor announced that both SAC and SCC are eligible to apply for the ASPEN 

award that recognizes excellence in Student Learning Outcomes. 

3 RSCCD Board report: 

a The Strategic Master Plan Update Report was reviewed at the Board’s planning meeting 

and is available for your review online. 

b The presidents of both colleges presented reports on Institutional Effectiveness 
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c The administrators overseeing the International Student Program at both colleges also 

presented. 

d The Board approved the SCC Accreditation Follow up Report at their 22 Feb. 2016 

meeting. 

4 College Council 

a The Governor’s budget addition to the community college funds is not enough to cover 

new expenses at the District. 

b The budget assumptions may prevent any anticipated reserve, and may lead to an actual 

deficit. 

5 The marketing team for the SCC branding and advertising efforts will be reaching out across 

the college, please participate promptly if contacted. 

6 Any facilities concerns should be sent to Irma Dela Torre. 

7 The Office of Civil Rights will visit all CCCs, and SCC was randomly selected to be visited 

this year.  SCC’s visit will occur on April 11-13, 2016. The following are the team members 

from the Office of Civil Rights: Jeri Mahon, Rose Mein, and Anne-Marie Tipton. The team 

outlined some folks with whom they’d like to meet: president, facilities folks, dean of BCTE, 

DSPS, Counseling, and ESL. There will be an exit report where the group will provide their 

impressions. Then we will get a more formal report from the Office of Civil Rights later.  

8 PIE update: 

A 76 requested items have been ranked 

B March 3, 2016, the PIE committee will finalize the list and forward it to the Budget 

Committee for analysis. 

C After the Budget Committee conducts an analysis, the PIE Committee will review and 

finalize the list before forwarding a formal recommendation to College Council for 

implementation. 

9 A $50,000 grant is available for Open Education Resources (through the CA College 

Textbook Affordability Program) that requires a Senate resolution; anyone interested should 

contact her/his respective senator. 

B Vice President 

1 Academic Senate Executive Board elections are underway; division Senator elections should 

proceed upon completion of the Executive Board elections in a few weeks. 

C Secretary/Treasurer 

No report 

D CIC 

No report 

 

V  ASG Report – Vice President Seham Nabilsi 

1 A revised Constitution and Bylaws was approved. 

2 There are five resolutions forthcoming: 

a Requesting faculty to post text book information two weeks prior to a class’s start.  

b Voicing concern over lack of parking. 

c Request for electric car charging stations 

 d Design a Geotag for Snapchat. 
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e Require all ASG senators to put forth two resolutions annually. 

 

VI   Action 

First Reading: 

A Resolution S2016.3: Support for the Creation of an Office of Nighttime and Weekend 

Instruction (Reed/Freidenrich) 

Upon suggestion that this be combined with including extended Library hours a group will meet  

and return with revisions. 

B Resolution S2016.4: Adoption of Faculty Recognition Committee Nomination Process for 

Orange County Teacher of the Year (DeCarbo/Deeley) 

Discussion 

Last Tuesday, the OC Teacher of the Year practice changed back to one nominee from each  

college rather than one from each community college district. 

The resolution was written prior to Faculty Recognition meeting, so it does not reflect the many  

options created by the committee: 

1 Continue to randomly draw a name. 

2 Return to past practice of nominating chronologically. 

3 A hybrid of the two that would allow nominees to have the option to decline a 

particular year. 

Upon much discussion, it was determined that it best to resolve the pressing need of forwarding a  

nominee this year and allowing the committee to reconsider various options. 

Thus, the best course of action was to adopt the current resolution, pending the typographical  

correction to the resolved: 

 

Resolved, the Academic Senate should direct the Faculty Recognition Committee to keep in 

place the process of annually selecting by random one of the eligible nominees and maintain 

a list of those still eligible for future annual random selections. 

 

A motion to suspend the rules (Dela Cusack/Womack) to consider the resolution passed without  

dissent. 

The resolution passed without dissent. 

 

C Resolution S2016.5: Support for Request for Authorization to Apply for a Grant for the 

Basic Skills and Student Outcomes Transformation Program [(Womack/Aguilar) Appendix 1] 

Discussion 

Additional staff will not be hired, so there is no foreseeable funding needed to sustain the grant. 

The release time awarded in the grant will not be needed upon depletion of the grant’s funding. 

Faculty asked that the sustainability portions be more clearly articulated and that the authors  

agreed to the following addition to item 7: 

Practices will be institutionalized with little, to no cost. 

A motion to suspend the rules (Cummins/Womack) to consider the resolution passed without  

dissent. 

The resolution passed without dissent. 
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Second Reading: 

A Resolution S2016.1: Adoption of Revised Academic Senate Bylaws (Womack/DeCarbo) 

Discussion 

One missing item was added (without dissent) to the Vice President’s responsibilities: 

M to collect and distribute the Senate Summary Reports prior to the next business meeting 

The resolution passed without dissent. 

 

B Resolution S2016.2: Support of Splitting the Department of Social Sciences (Canon/Umali 

Kopp) 

Discussion 

None 

The resolution passed without dissent. 

 

VII Summary Reports Discussion 

Professor DeCarbo brought attention to the SSSP policies that suspend a student’s BOG should  

their G.P.A. fall below 2.0 for two consecutive semesters. 

 

VIII  Discussion Items  

A Discussion of Faculty Identified SCC “Signature Programs” 

CIC Chair Wagner presented the comments sent prior to the meeting (Appendix 2) 

President Evett polled the Senators to determine which of the five options was preferred: 

 Option 1 – 2 votes 

 Option 2 – 0 votes 

 Option 3 – 3 votes 

 Option 4 – 2 votes 

 Option 5 – 9 votes 

Upon discussion it was determined that a fourth banner be included titled “Continuing  

Education” 

Members of OEC were instructed to compile a list of the 6 programs that should be included  

under that banner. 

CIC Chair Wagner will send the four banners out with their attending 6 programs to the faculty  

and direct them to rank order all six, under each of the four banners.   

CIC Chair Wagner will tabulate the rankings and present the results at a future meeting. 

A motion to replace STEM with the STAR center failed. 

A motion to add Humanities to the Transfer banner failed after much robust discussion. 

CIC Chair Wagner moved that rather than accepting this as a six year permanent decision, that it  

be a starting place for three years and that it should be regularly reviewed, the Senate 

unanimously agreed. 

B SCC’s Participation in the National College Health Assessment: (Appendix 3) 

Professor Hoffman asked the Senate to support the survey that will be forthcoming to assess the  

health needs of SCC students. 

The survey will take 45 to 60 minutes of class time. 

90 classes have been randomly selected to participate.  

It is voluntary, but faculty have been asked to support this worthwhile assessment; past results  

have led to the formation of alcohol abuse programs, suicide assessment training and 

healthier safe sex programs. 
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Students that participate in the survey will be entered in a drawing for 5, $100.00 BestBuy gift  

cards. 

In addition to the national questionnaire, five items have been included to assess SCC student’s  

nutritional needs. 

Professor Gause spoke about the intention of creating a food bank to serve the RSCCD students  

modeled after those emerging in the CSU system, more information can be found at: 

http://news.calstate.edu/csu-chancellor-extends-research-study-into-student-hunger-

homelessness-issues/ 

Professor Gause stressed the need for this data so as to solicit the funds necessary to create a  

sustainable program. 

 

A motion of support (Womack/Cummins) passed without dissent. 

 

IX Moved to adjourn (Hovanitz/Salcido) passed without dissent. 

http://news.calstate.edu/csu-chancellor-extends-research-study-into-student-hunger-homelessness-issues/
http://news.calstate.edu/csu-chancellor-extends-research-study-into-student-hunger-homelessness-issues/


Information about the Request for Application (RFA) 
Community Colleges Basic Skills & Student Outcomes Transformation Program 

Due: Friday, March 25                                    Three year grant @ $1.5 million; 40 will be awarded 

Purpose of the grant is to support student completion through evidence-based practices that 

decrease student time in remediation. 

SCC departments/programs to participate in the grant: 

 Math 

 English 

 Reading 

 Counseling/Student Services 

 Continuing Education/ABE 

Possible Proposal for Grant Timeline:  
Year 1—to explore best practices/evidence-based options for improved outcomes with pilots 
and data collection 

Year 2—to expand pilot strategies and programs that will effectively move students through 
coursework; to continue to collect research to demonstrate the effectiveness of these 
services/programs 

Year 3—to fully implement/scale up these strategies and programs that have resulted in 
increased student persistence, retention, and success. 
If Santiago Canyon College is awarded this grant, it will use the resources to focus on four 
primary problems utilizing five of the evidence-based practices: 
Problem 1: Our college’s current way to assess students for placement into their math and 
English courses results in an inflated call for remediation; too much weight is ascribed to a 
single test in spite of the multiple measures now considered by our counselors, thereby resulting 
in students’ abilities being underestimated and too many of them being placed in levels below 
their potential. 

Based on six years’ worth of testing data from our Testing Office, more than 1/3 of 
incoming students are placing into basic skills English courses while 2/3 are placing into basic 
skills math courses. 

ENGLISH 

Year 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
% placing 

into transfer 
61.6 64.7 61 60.2 59 65.8 62 

# of 
students 

780 854 531 614 818 1202 1542 

MATH 

Year 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
% placing 

into transfer 
21 26 33.5 23.6 25.2 32.5 27.1 

# of 
students 

1599 1244 1129 1341 1296 1927 2778 
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Evidence-Based Practice to address the problem: expanding our multiple measures by 
considering other indicators of success in college (e.g., high school GPA, grade in their last high 
school math or English course).  
 
Problem 2: Student persistence and success through the math and English course sequence is 
unsatisfactory; too many layers of instruction are required to get a student through the transfer 
pathway, resulting in multiple exit points and diminished retention and completion. Based on BSI 
Cohort Tracker data from Fall 2014-Fall 2015, if a student begins at the lowest level of English, 
he or she is only 6% likely to complete transfer-level work in three semesters. Similarly, in math, 
of the 116 students who began four levels below transfer in Fall 2013, only one of them 
successfully completed a transfer-level class by Fall 2015. Such findings beg for intervention. 
Evidence Based Practice to address the problem: implementing co-requisite models in both 
the English and math sequence, enabling students who test into developmental levels to have 
the option of enrolling in transfer courses as long as they also enroll in a 0.2 unit supplemental 
instruction course; creating curriculum for accelerated courses in Math and English to shorten 
the sequence needed to fulfill the requirements by collapsing the two lowest levels into just one 
level below transfer.  
 
Problem 3: Santiago Canyon College needs to define the role of its Reading Department. 
Because students are not required to take a reading course, they often opt out but still lack 
necessary skills and strategies to fully engage with and understand college texts. Professors 
from various disciplines frequently note that “My students are not doing the reading,” and 
students respond with, “Because I don’t get the reading.” Furthermore, students need to believe 
that their reading materials are relevant and can be connected to real-world experience rather 
than piecemeal selections they would encounter in a general reading course. 
Evidence-Based Practice to address the problem: contextualizing instruction with the 
creation and adoption of new Reading curriculum. The Reading Department plans to design a 1 
unit, Pass/No Pass course—a transferable elective—to assist students with comprehending 
their discipline-specific textbooks. Students would practice specific reading strategies to better 
understand their reading materials in science or business or psychology, etc. No additional texts 
would be required other than the ones assigned for their coursework. Repeatability would not be 
an obstacle if several reading courses were created to address different disciplines (e.g., 
Reading Strategies for STEM, Reading Strategies for Social Sciences).  
 
Problem 4: There exists a disconnect between basic skills students and student support 
services, specifically in terms of counseling resources. Typically, students will seek the 
guidance of a counselor two times—one to get going with some type of education plan and two 
(many months, sometimes years later) to find out about graduation and transfer options. The 
gap time in between can leave them floundering. 
Evidence-Based practice to address the problem: integrating instruction with student 
services by adopting an intentional (“intrusive”) approach where counselors make three visits 
per semester to identified basic skills classes in order to introduce their services and get contact 
information from the students, discuss their progress midway through the course, and then 
assist them with registration for the following semester. Counselors will also regularly check in 
with these students during the semester through emails. This case management model is much 
more conducive to student success than a yearly, brief counseling appointment. 

ABE Component (to be added to the sequencing problem—providing a way for non-credit students to 
transition into credit) 

The objectives of the Adult Education Block Grant (AEBG) are similar to the Basic Skills and Student Outcomes 
Transformation Program, especially in the areas of transitioning students and implementing innovative programs such 
as contextualized learning, The SCC high school program welcomes a seamless transition from noncredit to credit.  



Signature Programs—Banner Idea (February 2016) 
 
Suggestion 1:   
Intercollegiate Competitive Programs 
Athletics 
MUN 
Forensics 
 
Career Technical Education 
Apprenticeship (highlight 2 programs) 
Water Utility 

STEM:  
Biotechnology 
Robotics 
Community Science Night 
 
Transfer Success Programs 
Transfer Center 
Honors Program 

 

Suggestion 2:  
Academic  Growth and Enrichment 
Athletics (highlight specific sports) 
Honors 
Robotics 
 
Career Technical Education 
Apprenticeship (highlight 2 programs) 
Water Utility 

STEM:  
Various Programs 
 
Transfer Success Programs 
Transfer Center 
Honors Program 
MUN 
Forensics 

 

Suggestion 3:   
Transfer Signature Programs 
Honors Program 
ADTs – CSU Transfer Degrees 
Transfer Center 
Pathways to Teaching 
STEM 

CTE Signature Programs 
Apprenticeship 
Survey/Mapping Sciences  
Water Utility 
Robotics 
 

Student Life Signature Programs 
ASG 
Athletics 
Forensics 
MUN 

 

Suggestion 4:  
Intercollegiate Competitive Programs 
Athletics 
MUN 
Forensics 
 
Career Technical Education 
Apprenticeship  
Water Utility Science 
Survey/Mapping Sciences 
Cosmetology 

STEM:  
Biotechnology 
Robotics 
MaSH, STAR Center, Supplemental Instruction  
Community Science Night  
 
Transfer Success Programs 
Honors Program 
Pathways to Teaching 
Transfer Center 

 

Suggestion 5:    
 
Transfer 
Honors Program 
MASH 
Pathways to Teaching 
STEAM 
Transfer Center 
Writing Center 
 

Career Technical Education 
Apprenticeship 
Cosmetology 
Gemology 
Survey/Mapping Sciences  
Water Utility 
Robotics 
 

Student Life Signature Programs 
ASG 
Athletics 
CAMP 
Forensics 
MUN 
Student Leadership Institute 
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COMMENTS ABOUT SIGNATURE PROGRAM BANNERS—February 2016 
 
 

Here are a couple of things from my group about the banners: 
1.       I do like the idea of a banner with photos of different classroom activities/events to draw some interest.  We need 

to get as much advertising out for Biotech as we can and that would be another great addition. 
2.       I think the banner highlighting great things on campus sounds better than “signature programs”. Biotech falls 

under STEM and CTE. CTE has largely been responsible for the initial funding and I think they feel some “ownership” 
of biotech too (rightfully so).  

3.       I think one of the banner choices  with STEM ought to include STAR, MaSH, SI in addition to biotech but what else 
is included is up to everyone else.  

 

 
Most of the options are viable… And there is a lot of similarities between them other than the level of inclusiveness (i.e., how 

many “signature programs” are included or omitted)… 

 

My department is currently sided with Suggestion #1 at this point in the discussion. 

 

We could see potentials for modification if more programs were selected to be added, but the list seems to be pretty large 

already considering that we are really being tasked to identify an elite few programs that reflect the personality & strengths of 

our college in order to brand them as a visible part of our identity. 

 

 

 Like the banner idea 

 Suggestion 1 
 

 

So my thoughts on this are: 

1) Great idea! 

2) If Transfer is featured, the correct name is the "Transfer Success Center." 

3) Hopefully there are plans to coordinate with various stakeholders to ensure that these banners aren't duplicating 

other efforts by specific departments/programs, and that any programs being featured have the funding and 

capacity to accommodate any increased interest.  

 
Great idea! 
I like "Suggestion 3" best because it identifies our program, Survey/Mapping Sciences, as one of CTE's Signature Programs. 
Our program is identified in Suggestions 4 and 5 as well (but not in Suggestions 1 and 2.  
 
FACTOID: SCC "offers the only comprehensive survey/mapping sciences program among Southern California community 
colleges". This is stated as one of the bulleted items under "Fast Facts: Santiago Canyon College", at the general information 
page for SCC. Our program's reputation for delivering an excellent surveying education is highly regarded by both the public 
and private industry as well as by other colleges and of course by our students.  
 
Another fact: Our profession (land surveying) is recognized nationally as being a distinct part of STEM. According to the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, STEM occupations are divided into four categories: computer and math, engineering and 
surveying, physical and life sciences, and STEM managerial occupations. Engineering and surveying occupations account for 
one-third of all STEM employment. So one can see that surveying is an important part of the "E" for engineering in the 
acronym STEM. One of our program's near-term goals is to become involved with STEM activities at SCC. 
 

 

Voting for #1.  
 

 



I have one main suggestion.  Every single one of the five proposals has STE(A)M and CTE listed either as a banner or a 
program under a banner.  STEAM and CTE are both large and encompass many different programs, support services, and 
certificates.  These are not specific programs, exactly, but more like whole divisions. Humanities needs to be added to this 
list.   
 
While a few humanities programs, like MUN and forensics, are part of the proposals, none of the proposals have the larger 
category of Humanities listed as a banner or a program.  This is a huge oversight.  We offer classes and services for the whole 
campus.  We help students learn critical thinking skills. The vast majority of students spend some time in a humanities 
course.  The skills we teach help students in any job they will have.  They will be better able to navigate the complex world we 
inhabit in many, many ways. 
 
I propose a banner called “Humanities,” because SCC has a fantastic humanities program. 
 

 
My group likes the Transfer Success Program option #4.  We need to compete with Cal State for solid college students who 
will do well-then  transfer.  Part of our pedagogy is that students learn from each other so we need to go after those who can 
raise everyone’s boat.  Also, their parents need to save tens of thousands of dollars and many of these students are probably 
in some preferred “equity” category. 
 
  Narges supports MUN as part of this outreach along with Honors and Forensics.   I don’t think we have to claim “unique” but 
just show its substantial benefits.  
 

 
 



3-1-2016 Academic Senate Discussion ACHA NCHA 

As you may have heard from President Weispfenning last week, SCC will administer the in-classroom 

American College Health – National College Health Assessment (ACHA-NCHA) here at SCC during the month 

of March.  We are here today to share the intent of the survey and ask for the Senate’s support to 

administer the surveys.   

Intent; We have used the ACHA-NCHA Health Survey data in years past to determine need and then provide 

health prevention and education services for students such as; 

 e-CHUG Online tool for High Risk Alcohol use, 

 Depression and Suicide assessment and training via the Avatar program Cognito,   And  

 Family-PACT- CA. State Public Health program for Free Contraception, Cancer and STI screening. 

 

Late last Fall, there was an grassroots effort among faculty, staff and administrators to establish a food 

pantry open one time per week in a secure and anonymous location where students may shop for food free 

of charge.  So it’s important to share with you that we will be supplementing the NCHA questionnaire with 

five targeted questions on the prevalence of food insecurity among our students. This year we have been 

subsidized to administer the ACHA-NCHA by the County of Orange Health Care Agency who is requesting all 

OC Community Colleges to participate for baseline data on health and wellness.   

 

As of this today, (90) SCC Course sections have been randomly SELECTED by the RSCCD Research 

Department.  Our TARGET representative sample size is 625 students.  This week Rebecca is reaching out to 

select faculty members via email and/or phone to secure dates/times to administer surveys in class. Each 

student survey takes approximately 45-60 minutes.  Once inside the classrooms Student Volunteers from 

EOPS, Care and CAMP will provide participants a Survey overview, asked to participate by signing a formal 

written consent, in addition all participants will be offered the opportunity to win one of five raffles for a 

$100.00 BestBuy Gift Card if they participate. 

To conclude; we hope that we have sufficiently informed you and that the Senate will support NCHA’s 

administration.  Are there any questions? 
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