
SCC Catalog 2022-2023 Educational Options- Proposed Plan D  

 

1 

GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR THE ASSOCIATE DEGREE 
Proposed PLAN D 

 
Philosophy 
General Education requirements at Santiago 
Canyon College reflect the conviction that those 
who receive degrees must possess in common 
certain basic principles, concepts, and 
methodologies, both unique to and shared by 
various disciplines. General Education prepares 
the college student to comprehend and 
contribute to the modern world, to understand 
our regional, national, and international cultural 
diversity as well as our shared cultural heritage, 
to reinforce an awareness of self as well as 
others, and to instill an ongoing intellectual 
curiosity and commitment to learning. 
 
The subject matter of General Education courses 
is designed to be general, broad, and 
introductory rather than specialized, narrow, or 
advanced. General Education courses form a 
pattern of learning experiences designed to 
provide educational opportunities that lead to 
the following outcomes for students: 
 
Learn- About Self and Others, Academic and 
Professional Issues 
• Take responsibility for one’s own learning 

and wellbeing.  
• Learn about one’s chosen academic major, 

while creating connections across 
disciplines. 

• Learn about professional conduct, including 
workplace and community ethics, conflict 
management, and teamwork. 

 
Communicate- With Clarity and Accuracy and 
in Diverse Environments 
• Communicate ideas in a clear and articulate 

manner. 
• Communicate accurately to diverse 

audiences. 
• Communicate in various formats using 

diverse technologies. 
 
Act- With Awareness of Self and the Local and 
Global Community of Persons 
• Act to maintain one’s dignity and self-

respect. 
• Act as a responsible community member 

who treats others with respect, civility, 
empathy, honesty, and dignity.  

• Act to increase the wellbeing of the global 
community by maintaining cultural literacy, 
lifelong learning, ethical consideration of 
each other, and the environment we all 
share. 

 
Think- Critically, Creatively, and Reflectively 
• Critically analyze, evaluate, organize, and 

use quantitative and qualitative data to solve 
problems and develop logical models, 
hypotheses, and beliefs. 

• Creatively use concepts to making learning 
relevant. 

• Reflectively assess one’s values, 
assumptions, and attitudes. 

A. Language and Rationality 
Courses in language and rationality are those 
which develop for the student the principles and 
applications of language toward logical thought, 
clear and precise expressions, and critical 
evaluation of communication in whatever 
symbol system the student uses (Title 5 Section 
§55063). 

 
A1. English Composition 
Courses in this category enable students to write 
clearly and effectively, particularly for the 
purposes of conducting an analysis, presenting 
a point of view, or expressing an idea or opinion; 
to read critically and perceptively in a variety of 
fields and from a variety of texts; and to reason 
in a logical and coherent fashion, recognizing 
and avoiding common fallacies of thought. 

 
A2. Critical Thinking/Composition 
Courses that fulfill this requirement are 
designed to provide theoretical and practical 
instruction in “good thinking” in a general sense. 
More specifically, such courses emphasize 
knowledge and skills that enable students to 
reach factual or judgmental conclusions 
concerning any topic without fallacy and on the 
basis of good reasons. Thus, students are 
instructed in general principles concerning the 
interpretation of evidence, deductive and 
inductive inference, and the pitfalls of language 
and persuasion. Critical thinking courses enable 
students to move beyond the passive collection 
of evidence or data and rather engage students 
in active analytical and evaluative thinking. 
 
A3. Oral Communications 
Courses that fulfill this requirement emphasize 
the study of the nature, processes, and effects 
of human symbolic interaction, both verbal and 
nonverbal. These courses should provide 
theoretical and practical instruction in mass 
communication theory. They should also require 
that students research, outline, and deliver a 
platform presentation. Courses in this category 
should enable students to listen critically; to 
express a position reasonably; and to deliver an 
oral presentation in public, recognizing the need 
to adapt their delivery to reach a plurality of 
audiences for a variety of purposes. 

 
B. Mathematics and Quantitative 
Reasoning 
Courses in this category enable students to 
develop mathematical thinking skills, construct 
logical arguments, and make valid inferences. In 
addition to their intrinsic value, these courses 
also train students in quantitative skills that are 
essential to many other disciplines. 

 
C. Humanities 
Courses in humanities study the cultural 
activities and artistic expressions of human 
beings. They assist in developing an awareness 
of the ways in which people throughout the ages 
and in different cultures have responded to 
themselves and the world around them in artistic 
and cultural creation, and in developing 
aesthetic understanding and an ability to make 
value judgments. This category includes 
introductory or integrative courses in the arts, 
foreign languages, literature, philosophy, and 
religion (Title 5 Section §55063). 

 
C1.  Art 
Courses that fulfill this requirement should 
enable student to examine and respond to the 
world as it has been represented over time and 
across cultures in visual, aural, tactile, and 
dramatic forms; to express their ideas and 
attitudes in an artistic medium; and to 
appreciate the contributions that the fine arts 
have made in establishing and preserving our 
cultural and historical traditions. 
 
C2.  Humanities 
Courses in this area should enable students to 
demonstrate an understanding of human 
diversity and tolerance for different 
perspectives, ideas, and values.  Describe how 
through the arts, literature, philosophy, foreign 
languages, or religion reflect the historical, 
intellectual context and aesthetic tastes of 
various cultures using value judgements.   

 
D. Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Courses in the social and behavioral sciences 
focus on people as members of society. They 
assist in developing an awareness of the 
methods of inquiry used by the social and 
behavioral sciences.  Critical thinking is 
stimulated about the ways people act and have 
acted in response to their societies, and 
appreciation is developed of how societies and 
social groups operate.  This category includes 
introductory or integrative survey courses in 
cultural anthropology, economics, history, 
political science, psychology, sociology, cultural 
geography, and related disciplines (Title 5 
Section §55063). 

 
D1. Ethnic Studies/Gender Sexuality and 
Women’s Studies 
Courses meeting the Ethnic Studies/Gender, 
Sexuality, and Women’s studies requirement 
focus on the cultural perspectives of African 
American, Asian American, Chicano/Latino, 
Native American, and Gender, Sexuality, and 
Women in the United States. They assist 
students to deal constructively with issues of 
difficult differences and to develop respect for 
and become aware of the views, interactions, 
and contributions of these ethnic groups and 
women to U.S. society and culture. This category 
is interdisciplinary and includes introductory 
courses that incorporate the voices of 
historically excluded groups. 

 
D2. Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Courses in the social and behavioral sciences 
focus on people as members of society. They 
assist in developing an awareness of the methods 
of inquiry used by the social and behavioral 
sciences. Critical thinking is stimulated about 
the ways people act and have acted in response 
to their societies, and appreciation is developed 
of how societies and social groups operate. This 
category includes introductory or integrative 
survey courses in cultural anthropology, 
economics, history, political science, psychology, 
sociology, cultural geography, and related 
disciplines. 
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E. Natural Sciences 
Courses in the natural sciences examine the 
physical universe, its life forms, and its natural 
phenomena. They assist in developing an 
appreciation and understanding of the scientific 
method and encourage an understanding of the 
relationships between science and other human 
activities. This category includes introductory or 
integrative courses in astronomy, biology, 
chemistry, earth sciences, general physical 
science, geology, physics, physical geography, 
physical anthropology, and other disciplines.  

 
E1. Physical Sciences 
Physical Sciences is the study of inanimate 
natural objects including astronomy, chemistry, 
geography, geology, and physics.   

 
 

E2. Biological Sciences 
Biological Sciences is the study of living 
organisms, and includes plants, animals, 
bacteria, and fungi. Biology studies their 
molecular and cellular structures as well as the 
whole organism and includes structure-function 
relations and organismal behavior.
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GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR THE ASSOCIATE DEGREE 
Proposed PLAN D 

 
A. Language and Rationality 

(6 units or more are required) 
Select one course from A1 and one 
course from A2 or A3. 

A1. English Composition 
English 100 or 101*/101H* 
 
A2. Critical Thinking/Composition 
Communication 111** 
English 102*/102H*, 103*/103H*  
Philosophy 110*/110H*, 111 
Reading 150, 151 
 
A3. Oral Communications 
Communication 100*/100H*, 

101, 110, 111** 
 

B. Mathematics and Quantitative 
Reasoning 
(3 units are required) 
 
Math 080#, 085#, 105, 140*, 150*, 

171*, 180*/180H*, 185, 203, 
219*/219H*, 220*, 280, 287, 290, 
295  

Sociology 125*/125H* 
 

C. Humanities 
(3 units are required) 

Select one course from either C1 or C2. 
C1. Art 
Art 100*/100H*, 101*/101H*, 

102*/102H*, 110  
Cinema Studies 103, 104, 105**, 107, 

108 
Dance 100 
Music 101*/101H*, 102, 103, 104  
Theatre Arts 100 
 
C2. Humanities 
American Sign Language 110, 111, 112, 

116 
Chinese 101, 102 
English 102*/102H*, 231, 232, 

233A, 233B, 241, 242, 246, 270, 
271, 272, 278  

French 101, 102, 201, 202 
History 101**/101H**, 102**/102H**, 

132, 142  
Italian 101, 102, 194, 195, 201, 202 
Philosophy 106*/106H*, 108, 112, 115, 

118, 120 
Spanish 101*/101H*, 101A & 101B, 

102*, 110,111, 194, 195A, 195B, 
201, 202, 213 
 
 
 

D. Social and Behavioral Sciences 
(3 units are required) 

Select one course from either D1 or D2. 
D1. Ethnic Studies/Gender, Sexuality, 
and Women’s Studies 
Ethnic Studies 101, 110, 120, 130 140 
Gender, Sexuality, and Women Studies 

101, 102 
 
D2. Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Anthropology 100*/100H*, 103, 104  
Child Development 107, 110, 221 
Cinema Studies 105** 
Communication 120*/120H*, 

225*/225H*  
Computer Science 100 
Counseling 150, 152 
Criminal Justice 101 
Economics 101, 102 
Education 101  
Geography 100*/100H*, 102 
History 101**/101H**, 102**/102H**, 

115, 118,120*/120H*, 
121*/121H*, 124, 126, 127, 132, 
133, 142,152, 162, 240  

Interdisciplinary Studies 155 
Kinesiology 109 
Political Science 101*/101H*, 110, 

150, 200*/200H*, 201, 220, 221, 
222, 230 

Psychology 100*/100H*, 157*, 160, 
170, 180, 190, 200**, 220, 230, 
240, 250 

Sociology 100*/100H*, 115, 116, 120, 
130, 150, 220, 240*/240H*, 286 

 
E. Natural Sciences 

(3 units are required) 

Select one course from either E1 or E2. 
E1. Physical Sciences 
Astronomy 102, 103, 112 
Chemistry 100*, 200A, 200B, 210 
Earth Science 100, 111, 120, 121, 130, 

160, 200 
Geography 101*/101H*, 130*/130H*  
Physical Science 100 
Physics 100*, 150A*, 150AC*, 150B*, 

150BC*, 250A*, 250B*, 250C* 
Water Utility Science 107 

 
E2. Biological Sciences 
Anthropology 101 
Biology 109*/109H*,115, 139, 149, 

190, 211, 221, 229, 231, 239, 
249, 259, 290 

Psychology 200** 

F. Required Proficiencies 
Courses taken to meet these proficiencies 
must be completed with a grade of “C” or 
better. 
 
F1. Mathematics 
Completion of Mathematics 080, 085, 086 
or any other 3-unit mathematics course 
numbered above the level of 080  
OR 
Placement into Math 140, 150, 171, or 180 
without a recommended support course 
based on Santiago Canyon College’s 
qualifying profile by the math placement 
process. 
OR 
Completion of Algebra II in high school with 
a grade of “C” or better. 
 
F2. Reading 
Completion of Reading 102, 150, or 151 with 
a grade of “C” or better 
OR 
Completion of English 102*/102H*, English 
103*/103H*, Philosophy 110, or Philosophy 
111 with a grade of “C” or better. 
 
 
Graduation Requirement 
Completion of 3 units with a grade of “C” 
or better. These units may also be used to 
meet GE area D: Social and Behavioral 
Sciences. 

Ethnic Studies 
Ethnic Studies 101, 110, 120, 130 140
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NOTE: Schedules for proficiency examinations are announced each semester in the Schedule of Classes. Applicants must be currently enrolled or 
completing graduation requirements in order to take the proficiency examinations. 
 
International coursework may not be used to fulfill the following general education requirements: 
A: English Composition  
D: Ethnic Studies  
G2: Reading Proficiency 

 
# Course does not transfer to CSU or UC 
*UC credit may be limited. (1) No credit given for an introductory course if taken after more advanced college course, (2) credit may be limited for 
courses with overlapping content, (3) duplicate credit will not be awarded for both the Honors and regular version of a course. 
** Courses with two asterisks (**) may appear in more than one general education area but may only be used to meet one general education area. 
Courses that are underlined meet the CSU U.S History, Constitutions and American Ideals Graduation Requirement 

 


