
Pass-No Pass Grading Option 
(Title 5, Section 55022)

Title 5 Revision:

1



Pass-No Pass Grading Option

Proposed Regulatory Action
The regulatory action proposed would change title 5, section 55022, 
removing the time constraints on when students may elect to take a 
pass – no pass grading option.

2



Pass-No Pass Grading Option

Background
The proposed changes stem from the system response to COVID-19 
and the suspension of the time constraints for this regulation. As a 
result, system stakeholders questioned the purpose, function, and 
benefit of the time constraints for selecting a pass – no pass grading 
option. Stakeholders also continued to acknowledge that community 
college students, who balance multiple competing priorities and 
demands, may find themselves in crisis outside of the COVID-19 
context and choose to drop a course rather than attempt to persist 
due to the fear of impact to GPA due to a lower passing grade.
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Pass-No Pass Grading Option

Background (con’t)
The proposed change would serve students in the following ways:

• provide students with greater grading flexibility
• support student persistence within courses and during periods of time when 

external constraints present barriers
• assist students with preserving or maintaining GPA

The assumptions underlying the proposed change is that these 
changes will have a positive impact on the persistence, retention, and 
completion Student Success Metrics.
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Pass-No Pass: Regulatory Changes
(a) The policy adopted pursuant to section 55021 may permit courses to be offered in either or both of the following 

categories and, if so, shall require that each college catalog specify the category into which each course falls:
(1) Courses in which wherein all students are evaluated on a “pass-no pass” basis.
(2) Courses in which wherein each student may elect at any point during the term on registration, or no later than 

the end of the first 30 percent of the term, whether the basis of evaluation is to be “pass-no pass” or a letter 
grade.

(b) All units of credit earned on a “pass-no pass” or “credit-no credit” basis in accredited California institutions of 
higher education or equivalent out-of-state institutions shall be counted in satisfaction of community college 
curriculum requirements.

(c) Units earned on a “pass-no pass” basis shall not be used to calculate grade point averages. However, units 
attempted for which a student receives a the symbol “NP” designation(as defined in section 55023) is recorded
shall be considered in probation and dismissal procedures.

(d) Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter, a district may continue to designate courses as being offered on a 
“credit-no credit basis” instead of a “pass-no pass” basis and may continue to use the “CR” and “NC” symbols, as 
defined in section 55030, instead of the “P” and “NP” symbols until the Fall 2009 term. Until the Fall 2009 term, any 
reference in this chapter to the “P” symbol shall be deemed to include the “CR” symbol and any reference to the 
“NP” symbol shall be deemed to include the “NC” symbol.
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Questions: title 5, section 55022

• What concerns about the proposed changes to title 5, section 55022 
do you have? 

• What changes or edits to the proposed changes to title 5, section 
55022 do you have? 

• Do you see any potential unintended consequences to title 5, 
section 55022? 

• Do you see any potential financial costs for our students as a result 
of the changes to title 5, section 55022?

• Survey Link
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Vision Resource Center
• Changes to title 5, section 55022, will be posted to the Vision Resources Center (VRC)  to 

provide the California Community College (CCC) community a single location for 
monitoring the proposed changes to the Pass-No Pass Grading Option. 

• All CCC employees will have the option to view updated changes to title 5, section 
55022. 

• The VRC will be available prior the mandatory 45-day public comment period.
• To access the stakeholder engagement sheet please click here.
• Find the list of stakeholders here to contact your local stakeholder.
• Disclaimer: The information provided on the VRC is outside the formal 45-day public 

comment period and formal regulator action process.
• The VRC is not an avenue to provide public comment and will not be monitored for 

public comment. To provide public comment, please use this link.
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Pass-No Pass: Proposed Timeline
Proposed Timeline:
• April/May 2021 – Stakeholder Committee Mtg #1: Setting the Foundation/ Soliciting 

Feedback
• May/June 2021 – Stakeholder Committee Mtg #2: Reviewing the Regulations/ Feedback
• June/July 2021 – Stakeholder Committee Mtg #3, Consultation Council Review, and 

BOG First Reading
• September 2021 – BOG Second Reading

• Meeting #1 – Introduce current regulations and background; gather input on a few focused 
guiding questions that will inform the proposed regulation changes;

• Meeting #2 – Introduce proposed regulation changes and any additional related updates; gather 
feedback on the proposed changes;

• Meeting #3 – Provide updates on any action taken to incorporate feedback.

8



Thank you! 

Please direct any questions to Raul Arambula 
Email: rarambula@cccco.edu
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