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The Orange Education Center (OEC), located 
at 1465 North Batavia Street in Orange 
served as a satellite continuing education 
facility for Santiago Canyon College.

RSCCD purchased the land and existing 
warehouse building in December 2003. 
At the time and prior to construction, the 
District had soil investigations performed 
and obtained Orange County Health Care 
Agency’s (OCHCA) approval for the new use.

The District then converted the existing 
building, through five (5) different 
construction phases, into the OEC: a one-
story, 85,139 square foot building.  

In 2015, the OEC, which consisted of 
classrooms, offices, and a Child Development 
Center, required rehabilitation to meet the 
Department of State Architect’s (DSA) 
building code standards and all other 

BACKGROUND applicable governmental agency approvals.  
The District’s intent was to renovate the 
facility including relocating the existing Child 
Development Center (CDC) from the east 
end of the campus to the west end.  

The OCHCA requested information regarding 
the renovation project, noting codes had 
changed since their previous approval. 
Additional soils testing was required due 
to the proposed renovation project and 
more stringent cleanup standards since the 
previous approval in 2004.  The additional 
requirements from the OCHCA were 
triggered by the prior industrial use of the 
site, the extent of the proposed renovation, 
and the extent of the construction work 
anticipated to be undertaken.  

The District contracted with a qualified 
environmental consultant experienced in the 
area of soils investigations to perform the 
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necessary testing and verification of existing 
soil conditions, under the oversight of the 
OCHCA. The oversight by the OCHCA for 
the phases of environmental investigations 
conducted in June 2016, April 2017, February 
2018 and June 2018 were provided under a 
voluntary agreement between the District 
and the OCHCA.

In late 2018, the District completed the 
site investigation, characterization and 
delineation of soil and soil gas conditions 
across the site. The OCHCA requested that 
the District proceed with further steps 
to remediate the existing environmental 
conditions on the site, and develop a plan 
to address the subsurface soils and soil gas 
conditions. The District contracted with a 
qualified environmental consultant with 
experience in the area of soil and soil gas 
remediation as part of the next phase of 
environmental work.    

On March 11, 2019, the Board of Trustees 
approved the demolition of the existing 
OEC building in order to facilitate effective 
remediation efforts of the property.  The 
building was demolished in January 2020.  

On July 8, 2020 the OCHCA approved the 
District’s Remediation Action Plan which 
includes installation of a vapor extraction 
system with perforated piping and extraction 
wells. A treatment plant includes new 
process piping, treatment tanks, mechanical 
blowers, high performance filtration 
equipment, electrical panels, disconnects, 
and remote monitoring equipment. The 
treatment plant will remove underground 
vapors and clean the contaminated vapors 
through a carbon vessel system and 
exhaust clean vapors in the atmosphere 
in accordance with the agency’s approved 
Remediation Action Plan.

In August of 2021, the Board approved 
the agreement with the environmental 
remediation construction firm.  Since the 
Notice to Proceed date of September 10, 
2021, the construction and installation of 
the remediation systems is underway. There 
have been delays due to current supply 
chain disruptions for the equipment. The 
anticipated completion is Summer of 2022 at 
which time the system will be started. 
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Once construction of the remediation 
treatment plant is complete, it is unknown 
how long the remediation system will need 
to be in operation. The environmental 
consultant is projecting the system will 
need to be in operation for at least five 
(5) years before there is sufficient data 
to demonstrate the installed remediation 
system’s effectiveness and rate of reduction 
of subsurface soil vapors. 

A maintenance and operations service 
agreement with a qualified environmental 
contractor will be required to service the 
equipment during this operational period, 
and will be presented to the Board of 
Trustees at a future date.

An update on this site is expected to be 
part of a future more comprehensive FMP 
Update. In the meantime, the campus is 
currently operating in temporary facilities at 

RECOMMENDATIONS both Santiago Canyon College and in leased 
facilities. Concurrently, there are discussions 
underway with Orange Unified School 
District for use of facilities. 


