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IGETC STANDARDS, POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR INTERSEGMENTAL GENERAL
EDUCATION TRANSFER CURRICULUM
10.0 SUBJECT AREAS AND COURSE GUIDELINES

completion of the course in reading and
written composition must be prerequisite
to the course in Critical Thinking/English
Composition.

All courses offered towards satisfaction of the requirements
of the Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum
must be baccalaureate in level and must be acceptable
for transfer among all segments of California public
postsecondary education. Courses listed in more than one
area can only be applied in one area.
Courses in the IGETC shall be culturally broad in their
conception. They should help students understand the nature
and richness of human culture and social structures through
a comparative approach and have a pronounced historical
perspective. They should recognize the contributions to
knowledge, civilization, and society that have been made
by men, women and members of various ethnic or cultural
groups.
IGETC courses shall address the modes of inquiry that
characterize the different areas of human thought: the
nature of the questions that can be addressed, the way
questions are formulated, the way analysis is conducted, and
the validity and implications of the answers obtained.

10.1.1a Courses That Do Not Fulfill the
English Composition Requirement,
including but not limited to:
1. English as a Second Language
courses (ESL).
2. English composition courses
which are intended for
non-native or international
students.
		
Example: English 101, English
Composition for Non-Native
Speakers (same as English
100, Freshman English
Composition)
3. Writing courses designed
to meet the needs of a
particular major, (e.g.,
Writing for Accountants,
Journalism, Business Writing/
Communication).

Coursework taken at a United States regionally accredited
institution of higher education taught in a language other
than English may be used on IGETC. However, course outlines
must be submitted for review in English.
Exception: Courses in the area of written communication/
critical thinking and oral communication must be
delivered in English. (IGETC Area 1)
The following requirements are listed in terms of the
number of courses specified for each designated area and
the minimum number of semester and quarter units so
represented.

10.1 SUBJECT AREA 1: ENGLISH COMMUNICATION
(3 courses; 9 semester, 12-15 quarter units)
Area 1A: One course, English composition, 3 semester/4-5
quarter units;
Area 1B: One course, Critical Thinking/English Composition, 3
semester/4-5 quarter units;
Area 1C: One course, oral communication, 3 semester/4-5
quarter units.
Exception: Area 1C, Oral Communication, is
required only for students transferring to the CSU.
10.1.1 Subject Area 1A: English Composition
		
A first-semester course in English reading
and written composition must include
substantial instruction and practice in
expository essay writing at the college level
with a minimum of 6,000 words. Courses
should also require a substantial amount of
reading of significant literature. Successful
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4. Courses designed exclusively
for the satisfaction of remedial
composition (ELD).
10.1.2 Subject Area 1B: Critical Thinking and
Composition
		
Successful completion of the course in
reading and written composition must
be prerequisite to the course in Critical
Thinking/English Composition.
		

The second semester of English composition
may be met by those courses in critical
thinking taught in a variety of disciplines
which provide, as a major component,
instruction in the composition of substantial
essays and require students to write
a sequence of such essays. Successful
completion of the course in reading and
written composition shall be prerequisite
to the course in Critical Thinking/English
Composition. Written work shall be
evaluated for both composition and critical
thinking. Texts chosen in this area should
reflect an awareness of cultural diversity.
A minimum of 6000 words of writing is
required.

		
Instruction in critical thinking is to be
designed to achieve an understanding

