
Santiago Canyon College 
Academic Senate 

8045 E Chapman Ave          (714) 628-4831 
Orange, CA 92869-4512                FAX (714) 532-2055 

Minutes-Approved 
Senate Business Meeting 

May 7, 2013  
1:30 pm-3:00 pm   D-221 

Present:  
Senators  
Aguilera, Leonor 
Breeden, Emma 
Carrion, Rudy 
Cummins, Shawn 
Deaver, Doug 
Deeley, Steve 
Elchlepp, Elizabeth 
Granitto, James 
Hovanitz, Eric 
Isbell, James 

Matthews, Evangeline 
Mettler, Mary 
Nance, Craig 
Salcido, Andrew 
Scott, Randy 
Shekarabi, Nooshan 
Shields, Jolene 
Sproat, Barbara 

 
Executive Board 

Pres:  Evett, Corinna 

VP:  DeCarbo, Michael 
CIC:  Rutan, Craig 
Sec/Treas:  Wagner, Joyce 

 
Guests:   
Ahari, Ryan 
Dela Cusack, Lisa 
Smith, John 
Wayne, Jason 

 

Absent: 

Martino, Danny 
 

 
  

I. Order of the Agenda:   (no changes) 
 

II. Approval of Minutes 
A. The minutes of April 16, 2013, were approved (moved by Prof. DeCarbo and seconded by Prof. Shekarabi).  

 

III. Public Comments 
A. Prof. Nance:  

1.  Prof. Evett did a good job with a difficult situation during the recent joint chairs prioritization process.    
2. The process relied heavily on criteria and restricted discussion.  The process would have been better with 

more interaction.   
3. Comments from Prof. Evett:  

a.  The process was flawed, partly due to lack of time.   
b. It was a one-time process.  The PIE committee will build on what happened to create a better process that 

will allow more time, be inclusive, and use additional information, such as program review, that the chairs 
didn’t have time to look at.   

c. The rubric was based directly on the Educational Master Plan goals.  Every faculty member had a chance 
for input when these goals were developed.   This rubric may or may not be part of future planning 
processes.  

B. Prof. Smith:  Das Williams, chair of the California State Assembly Committee on Higher Education, has introduced 
what has been called the “Santa Monica Bill” which will allow a two-tiered funding system.  Students who pay full 
price, which is about 4 times the going LHE rate, for classes in intersession or summer would be given first priority at 
enrollment.  The original bill had involved creating new courses for the students who were paying full price.  Please 
consider contacting your state representatives. 

C. Prof. Smith:  FARCCD is still in the midst of negotiations.  Money is available, but it is not clear when exactly it is 
coming.   Let your union representatives know your thoughts on whether the four weeks in January should be held 



open or whether the spring semester should start earlier.  It does not appear that intersession will be reinstated any 
time soon.  

 
IV. AS Executive Board Reports 

A. Prof Evett:   
1. Thanks for the good work.  The Senate accomplished a lot this semester.  Hopefully, everyone will be able to 

attend the end of semester dinner next Thursday, May 16 at Prof. Isbell’s house.   
2. At the Board meeting, Ray Hicks, senate president at SAC, mentioned the possibility of a vote of no 

confidence for our Chancellor, due mainly to lack of transparency in decision making and regarding district 
grants.  Prof. Evett and Prof. Hicks had a conversation with the Chancellor who took the opportunity to 
respond to an email about the transfer of the Measure E funds.   

a. Comments in favor of the vote:  The Chancellor does not seem to support the Colleges and there has been 
difficulty in communication.  The Measure E funds transfer was disappointing.  There is difficulty in getting 
details about the district budget.  

b. Comments against the vote:  The district and the colleges are putting a new planning model in place.  Until 
we know how the new structure works, perhaps we should wait.  A vote of no confidence will put the 
district in the news and may affect accreditation.   

3. The ICC and ASG presidents have resigned.  There may have been miscommunication from the Student Life 
staff and administration to the students as well as from students to Student Life staff and administration.  
Students have expressed a sense of feeling manipulated and not having a voice.  There is consideration of a 
student vote of no confidence for Student Life staff and administration. The Senate is involved due to our 
charge to advocate for complete participatory governance, no matter the constituency.   

4. The annual leadership forum at CSU Long Beach focused on global citizenship and was geared toward 
international student programs.  By expanding our International Student Program, SCC can create an 
international environment and expose our students to other cultures.   

5. The Board has a code of ethics which states, among other things, that once the Board makes a decision, no 
single Board member should be publically expressing a dissenting opinion.  In response to a question raised at 
the Board meeting, a lawyer, Mary Dowell, stated that the student trustee is not bound by this code.  Later, 
the Board approved an item called Privileges and Responsibilities for the Student Trustee that included “The 
responsibilities of adhering to the code of ethics and other responsibilities enumerated in board policies.”  

B. Prof. DeCarbo:  
1. A retirement celebration for Profs. Ball, West, and Zysman will be held on May 9, at 12:30-1:30 in D-221.  

C. Prof. Wagner: 
1. Money is available for the State Academic Senate Leadership Conference in June, if any faculty are interested 

in attending.   
D. Prof. Rutan 

1. Transfer degrees for Spanish, Philosophy, Geology, and Anthropology were approved at the Board meeting 
and will be submitted to the Chancellor’s office.  This will bring the SCC total to 15. 

2. Prof. Wagner will be taking over as co-chair of Curriculum next year.   
3. The CIC will be discussing surveys for assessing the liberal arts degrees at the next CIC meeting on May 13. 

 
V. ASG Report (Jason Wayne) 

A. There has been disagreement between the Office of Student Life and ASG due to lack of dialogue and 
miscommunication.  There are still attempts to resolve the issues without resorting to a vote of no confidence. 

B. Movie night, sponsored by the Library, will be held on Wednesday, May 8 from 3:30-5:00.  The movie tells the story 
of a West African prince who was enslaved in the US and freed 40 years later.   

C. The dodge ball tournament was held.   The final money raised hasn’t been tallied, but the money will all go toward 
scholarships.   

D. ASG elections were held and a new executive board was elected.   
 

VI. Action 
A motion to suspend the rules to consider the first three resolutions was approved without dissent (moved by Prof. 
DeCarbo and seconded by Prof. Rutan). 
A. Resolution SP2013.12:  Resolution for Faculty Support of Joining the Mindspring Initiative in Fall 2013 



1. Background:  
a. SCC would need 4 faculty from 4 different courses to participate.  The faculty will be reimbursed and SCC 

will get access to OERs.   
b. The program will be free for the first two years.  
c. OER material may be put in printed and bound form.   
d. The process is peer reviewed, so faculty can guarantee quality sources. 
e. The material can be tailored to fit courses.   
f. SCC would be making a good faith promise to systematically evaluate and convert to OER as we see fit 

with no minimum or maximum requirements.   
2. Questions and comments 

a. How does this impact the bookstore?  We are not sure.  The bookstore has already been losing some 
money due to competition from other bookstores.   

b. How will it be paid for after the first two years?   That has not yet been determined.  It may be possible to 
pass the cost onto the students.  It is also possible that SCC will not continue its involvement in 2015.   

c. The CSUs and UCs do approve courses with OER that are considered stable, bona fide, and not just a 
collection of links to lecture notes or other websites.   

3. The resolution passed with 21 in support and one abstention (moved by Prof. Isbell and seconded by Prof. 
Mettler). 

B. Resolution SP2013.13:  Resolution in Support of the Creation of a Santiago Canyon College Website Committee 
1. The resolution passed without dissent (moved by Prof. DeCarbo  and seconded by Prof. Cummins). 

C. Fall 2013 SCC Faculty Development Calendar 
1. The faculty forum will be placed officially under the Senate’s direction.  Thanks to Prof. Granitto for taking 

charge the last few years.   
2. There were many requests for activities, some of which didn’t fit into the calendar. 
3. The Calendar was approved without dissent (moved by Prof. Mettler  and seconded by Prof. Breeden ) 

D. Resolution SP2013.10:  Resolution for Implementation and Adoption of April 2013 Request for Faculty Position 
Documents (Second Reading) 

1. The resolution passed with 20 in favor and one nay (moved by Prof. DeCarbo and seconded by Prof. Deeley). 
E. Resolution SP2013.11:  Resolution for Acceptance of a Santiago Canyon College Orange County Teacher of the Year 

(OCTOY) Award Process (Second Reading) 
1. The resolution passed without dissent (moved by Prof. DeCarbo and seconded by Prof. Granitto). 

 

VII. Discussion Items 
A. Presentation on Project Labor Agreements (Student Trustee Ahari): 

1. The District is placing a PLA on Measure Q.  PLAs are pre- hire collective bargaining agreements between the 
institution and the construction workers.   

2. Pros:  
a. Provides uniform wages, benefits, overtime pay, hours and working conditions.  
b. Ensures that a project will be completed on time and on budget due to the supply of qualified labor and 

relative ease of project management. 
c. Gives veterans, local workers, and students hiring priority (in the specific RSCCD PLA). 

3. Cons:   
a. May add 14– 18 percent to construction costs according to a 2011 report by the National University 

System Institute for Policy Research. 
b. Are unfair to nonunionized workers, which make up about 86% of the construction workers in California.  

4. Trustee Ahari is asking the SCC Senate to join the opposition to PLAs.  Students and other organizations will be 
at the May 20 Board meeting to voice their opposition.  

5. Questions and comments:  
a. Can non-union contractors make the bid?  Yes, but there are certain added requirements.   
b. Why are some students so passionately against PLAs?  Many of these students worked hard for Measure Q 

and want all the money to go toward buildings.   
c. Faculty are also unionized members.  



6. Since there was no clear direction from the Senate, Prof. Evett will not take an official stand at the next Board 
meeting.  Further discussion can happen next semester.   

B. ASCCC Spring Plenary (Profs. Evett, Rutan, and DeCarbo): 
1. Resolution results:  

a. 9.01 S13—Investigate Regional Coordination of Course Offerings—passed.  
b. 10.01 S13—Add Kinesiology to the Disciplines List—passed.  
c. 10.04 S13—Add Teacher Education to the Disciplines List—did not pass. 
d. 18.01 CCC ESL Assessment for Placement Test—passed. 

2. Sessions of interest (summaries will be sent out to the Senators):  
a. Equivalencies and Minimum Qualifications 
b. AB1725 (A plan is in place to remind SCC faculty of 10+1). 
c. Strengthening relationships between CIC and Senate.  
d. Education plans (Ed. Plans must be electronic under the proposed guidelines) 
e. New education standards from K-12 (future students may have a different background and educational 

expectations due to the move to global holistic learning). 
C. SLOARC Mapping Template (Profs. Wagner and Rutan):    

1. The template is a map between course SLOs and program SLOs for a degree or certificate.  The template will 
be an action item at CIC and then move to the Senate for approval. 

2. The template is a way to assess program outcomes.  Direct program assessment can be difficult for many 
reasons, including a small pool of students who complete the degree.   

3. If your degree includes courses outside the discipline, they should be included in the mapping.  
D. Division Senator Election Results (Prof. DeCarbo):   

1. The results of the division elections for Senators were announced.  The updated representative sheet will 
soon be on the Senate website. 

 
VIII. Summary Reports Discussion (see attached summary reports) 

 
Meeting Adjourned at 3:10 pm. (Moved by Prof. DeCarbo and seconded by Prof. Granitto). 
Respectfully submitted,  
Joyce Wagner  
SCC-AS Secretary/Treasurer 
(NOTE:  The minutes were approved on May 21, 2013 after an email vote of the Senate) 


